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The international symposium, organized to commemorate this year’s double 
anniversary of Josef Sudek, makes recourse to Sudek’s commercial work and is focused 
on the issues of photographic reproduction. The symposium is organized on behalf of the 
Art History Department of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic. 
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 The Symposium in honor of the world-renown Czech photographer Josef Sudek, held in the 
year of the artist’s 120th anniversary of birth (1896) and 40th anniversary of death (1976), 
focuses on the issues surrounding photographic reproduction of art works. In attendance will 
be the foremost experts in this field from the Czech republic and from abroad. 
 
The theme of the symposium is taken from the documentary work of Josef Sudek who, in the 
line of his commercial work, often made photographs of art works. The individual 
contributions directly reference the theme of a photograph’s relationship to the reproduced art 
work and to its interpretative register, and attempt to frame the question as to how the medium 
formed the history of art and visual culture, as well as attempting to frame the relationship 



between “simple” documentation and so-called art photography. The symposium will also 
address the question of Sudek’s specificity within the context of such a discourse. 
 
Featured contributors: 
 
Ann Thomas (National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa)  
Jan Mlčoch (Museum of Decorative Arts in Prague)  
Heléne Pinet (Musée Rodin, Paris)  
Katarína Mašterová (Department of Art History of the AS CR)  
Costanza Caraffa (Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florenz – Max Planck Institut)  
Stella Melbye (Agency of Dominique Perrault, Paris)  
Amy Hughes (University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison)  
Geraldine A. Johnson (University of Oxford) 
 Antonín Dufek (Moravská galerie in Brno)  
Sarah Hamill (Oberlin College, Ohio) 
Hana Buddeus (Department of Art History of the AS CR)  
Rolf Sachsse (Hochschule der Bildenen Künste Saar, Saarbrücken)  
Mariana Kubištová (Museum of Decorative Arts in Prague)  
Megan R. Luke (University of Southern California, Los Angeles)  
Vojtěch Lahoda (Department of Art History of the AS CR)  
 
The detailed program may be found at www.sudekproject.cz 
A brochure of the individual contributions’ annotations will be published as part of the 
symposium. 
 
The symposium is organized by the Art History Department of the Academy of Sciences, CR 
as part of the project “Josef Sudek and the Photographic Documentation of Art Works: from 
Personal Archive to the Representation of Cultural Heritage (2016 – 2020), supported by the 
Ministry of Culture of CR, v.v.i. as part of the NAKI II program. 
 
 



 
 
 



 


