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Pozostalost fotografa Josefa Sudka (1896 — 1976) dodnes ukryva mnoho
neznamych pribehov. V tridsiatych rokoch 20. storocia, ked' sa okrem
portrétnych a reklamnych snimok sustredoval predovSetkym na fotogra-
fovanie umeleckych diel, ¢asto spolupracoval s architektmi, umelcami

a umelkynami, umeleckymi spolkami, historikmi umenia, redaktormi
¢asopisov ¢i vydavatelmi. V roku 1937 ziskal od spolku Umélecka beseda
rozsiahlu fotograficku zakazku stuvisiacu s prazskou vystavou Staré
umenie na Slovensku. Cielom vystavy bolo rozsirit povedomie o sloven-
skej kulture nad ramec ,,nad$enia pre ludovy svojraz® a prostrednictvom
vytvarného umenia ukazat ,celok starej slovenskej kultury*

Pocas priprav a trvania vystavy Sudek zhotovil takmer patsto fotografii
jednotlivych exponatov. Az na niekol'’ko vynimiek ide o dnes neznamy
subor snimok, zobrazujuci predov§etkym sochy, liturgické predmety

a textilie. Tieto fotografie su jedine¢nym zaznamom dobového pohladu
na slovenské umenie a umelecké remeslo, zvic§ené detaily aktualizuja
staré umenie pre vtedaj$iu sucasnost a pdsobia prekvapivo moderne.
KedZe na dokumenticii slovenského umenia pracovala pre Umélecku
besedu aj firma Press Photo Service Alexandra Paula a Franti$ka Illka,
doplnkovo predstavujeme aj fotografie tejto prazskej agentury.

Novoziskané fotografie boli vyuzité najméa ako reprodukcie v dobovych
publikaciach nadvizujucich na vystavu. Okrem negativov a pozitivov, ktoré
sluzili ako predlohy reprodukcii, zahfnia ¢ast Sudkovej pozostalosti ulozena
v Ustave dejin umenia Akadémie vied Ceskej republiky aj nikdy nepouzité
snimky. Poukdzanim na pévodny ucel ¢i proces vzniku konkrétnych
zaberov okrem iného odkryvame charakter vtedajsej fotografickej praxe.

Vystava nadvazuje na vyskumny projekt , Josef Sudek a fotograficka
dokumentacia umeleckych diel: od sikromného archivu umenia

k reprezentacii kulturneho dedi¢stva“ (2016 — 2020), realizovany
Ustavom dejin umenia Akadémie vied CR (sudekproject.cz).

Kuratorky: Hana Buddeus, Katarina Masterova

The estate of photographer Josef Sudek
(1896-1976) still hides many unknown
stories. In the 1930s, when, apart from
portrait and advertising photographs,
Sudek focused mainly on taking photos
of artworks, he often cooperated with
architects, artists, art associations,

art historians, magazine editors and
publishers. In 1937, the art association
Umeélecka beseda commissioned him to
take photographs of exhibits from the
Prague exhibition “Old Art in Slovakia”.
The exhibition aimed at increasing the
awareness of Slovak culture beyond the
“mere enthusiasm for folk character”
and showing “the whole of old Slovak
culture” through fine arts.

During the preparation and duration of the
exhibition, Sudek took almost five hundred

photographs of individual exhibits. With
a few exceptions, these pictures are rather
unknown and show mainly sculptures,
liturgical objects and textiles. They are

a unique record of the then view of Slovak

art and handicraft. The blow-ups of details

look surprisingly modern and update

the old art for current viewers. We also
present photographs made by the Prague
based agency Press Photo Service led by
Alexander Paul and Frantisek Illek, which

was also entrusted with the documentation

of Slovak art by Umélecka beseda.

Newly acquired photographs served
mainly as reproductions in publications
relating to the exhibition. However, the
part of Sudek’s estate kept in the Institute
of Art History of the Czech Academy of
Sciences also includes unused images.
Pointing out the original purpose and the
process of creating individual pictures, we
reveal, among other things, the nature of
the then photographic practice.
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The exhibition follows the research
project “Josef Sudek and Photographic
Documentation of Works of Art: From

a Private Art Archive to Representing

a Cultural Heritage” (2016 -2020),
implemented by the Institute of Art
History of the Czech Academy of Sciences
(sudekproject.cz).

Curators: Hana Buddeus, Katarina
Masterova
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